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Another class of texts has occasioned trou- |
ble in the minds of scme. Joln the baptist
and Jesus declared: *The kingdom of hea
ven is at hand.” ‘How, its asked with some
force certainly. *could the kingdom be said
to be at hand then, if 1800 years have. gone,
and it is still not here., If the word render
ed is at hand had been rendered ‘draweth
near’ as it is in Luke 22 : 8, and some dozen
other passages it would have relieved the
apparent difficulty somewbat. If 1t had been
rendered ‘approacheth.’ that is ‘approaching,’

THE ADVOCATE is devoted to the promulgatior
of the doctrines of the Second Advent of Christ
the Signs of the Timres, the duty of mankind tc

observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventh day of the

week,) together with the other commandmen.s o

God, ll;e A\;uu!llre‘;)f"h[au,‘l{ris kUlIl(,'(n))scl;lls(ﬂ(:\lc it shows that the word may have a wider
in death, the End of the icked, the Xarth re- o . .
stored to it- original glory and _condition as the|S¢OPe than we naturally g‘Ve'fO the h‘rst of
future inkeritance and abode of the redeemed and | these translations. Paunl says in spcakmg to
tie Kingdom of God, Faith, Repentance, the
futare Judgment,the Resurrection, Redemption, X 5 o
the Prophecies, the Christian Life, andkindred|the da_y is af, hand.” Bengel in his note upon

Bible subjects.

as in Luke 12 : 33. Hebrew 10: 25, the diffi-
.|culty would have hardly appeared at all.
)| Since tho same expression is used of events

N

¢ then expected,which have not yet transpired.

the church at Rome. ‘Thenightisfar spent,

the passage, interprets thus: “Ihe day of

Faith Hope and Charity.

ELIZA WILKINSON.

Faith liftsour eyes o'er earth’s troubled scenes,
Of courage, blood and tears;

Till our vision is lost in the dazzling rays
Of God’s peaceful eternal years,

Hope is an anchor to the soul;
On the stormy seg of life.

It holds us fast while tempests rage,
Till ends this mortal strife.

While Charity reaches her lilly-white hand
To help the suffering poor;

And never turis empty away the throng,
That gathers around her door.

Faith, Hope and Charity, binds with their chain,
Many bearts in fraternal bands;
And friendship love and truth will abide;
When we clasp immortal hands.
Washington, Minn.
ol S g e RN

The Kingdom and the Church.

Concluded.
Some have been embarrassed to reconcile
the text ‘My kingdom is not of this werld,
with the doctrine that Christ’s kingdom is to
be in this world. There is no conflict be
tween them. The church of Christ is not of
this world, but is in the world. And there
is not a hint that the church will ever be
transferred elsewhere. Christ in that most
wondertul prayer reveals glimpsesof a life
and history prior to this, and scatters light
over all the earth pathway of the child of
God: says, as he prays for his disciples,
“They are not of this world, even as I am not
of this world.” Yet they and Christ were in
this world, The declaration ‘If any man
Jove the world the love of the Father is not
in him,’ does not make it criminal to admire
and love the globe as the handiwork of God.
You and I may as legitimately delight in
the wonders of hill and vale, of forest and
plain, of spring and rivulet as did the psalm-
ist in the splendor of the firmament. Christ’s
kingdom is not to be of the world which we
may not love,but is to be on this world which
he himself made and declared very good.

Christgthe lastday.” Adam Clark comments,
‘Heathenish darkness is nearly at an end’
Dean Alford says ‘The day of the resurrec
tion. If Paul used the word understanding
ly, either in reference to the disappearance
of heathenism or the resurrection day, it is
certain that ‘is at hand’ was 1800 years dis
tant. James uses the definite expression,
the coming of the Lord is at hand, or as our
translators have rendered it here draweth
mgh. The meaning of the original word is
the same 1n both places. If it be said that
James must have meant *death is at hand,’
a just reply is: *No such sense of the phrase
has ever been established, nor ever can be.
It is in the most positive conflict with the
Apostolic age, whatever 1t may be in regard
to the thought and terminology of our age.
When Peter inquired of Jesus about John:
*Lord, what shall this man do? Jesus re
spouds: ‘If I will that he tarry till I come,
what is that to thee?! When the saying
went forth that that disciple should not die,
wherefore ¢ Jesus had not said ‘He shall
not die,” but *What if I will that he tarry
till I come.” The inference in that age was
that if man lived until Christ came he would
not die at all. Itis in violation of every
principle of interpretation to suppose that
James could mean ‘death’ by the coming of
the Lord. v
Notwithstanding the drift away from the
directness and simplicity of thought in those
days, even we have kept something of the
idea that sprang up in the minds of the disei
ples when Jesus answered Simon's question.
Has it not been the general opinion of the
church through the centuries even until now,

meeting the objections of those who ask,
‘How could it be that the kingdom of heaven
was at hand when 1800 years and more were
to pass away ere it came?’ by quoting Pet-
ers unmistakable declaration: ‘the end of all
things is at hand.” when we both agree that
in the later case, at least, at hand was 1800
vears distant. We ought, indeed,to recollect
that we are little skilled in celestial arithme-
tic. The term which applied to terrestrial
distances may seem a great measure, when
applied to stellar distances may appear very
small. A year. which is to many a child a
long period, and is long enough for our earth
to journey 578,000,000 miles, is relatively to
the vast reach of centuries that measure the
period of some of our sextuple stars, like one
vibration of a pendulum to a lifetime. Let
me impress, if I may, the fact that a single
rendering of a Greek word often gives a very
inadequate notion of its full sense. When
we read of the raising of the daughter, and
nse the word damsel in reference to her, we
think of a girl nearing the line of woman-
nood. But when we read in Matt, 18 : 2, of
Jesus calling a little child and setting him
in the midst, we think, and it may be right-
ly, of a far younger child. The translation
has become a kind of commentary, telling
us that the one person is a miss, verging
close on womanhood, while the other is only
a little child. And in like manner the oft
quoted words of the Savior, ‘Suffer the lit-
tle children to come unto me. After the
resurrection Jesus finds the disciples, Thom-
as, Nathaniel and the two sons of Zebedee by
the lake shore. They had been fishing but
caught nothing. Christ says to them, *Chil-
dren,’ or ‘sirs,’ as the margin has it, ‘have ye
any food #—Johin, 21:5. Does it not give
alittle surprise when we find it out first,
that there is only one Greek word to stand
for these great varying English ones,damsel,
little child, sirs. The word ‘Zaidiow’ reaches
from the new born babe up to the married
man, Simon Peter.

The true attitude of the church must be
one of expectancy of the coming kingdom.
[n the best days of her history such has been
her attitude. The fear of weakening feeble
hands by preaching the kingdom of heaven
is drawing near, is a needless if not foolish
fear, ‘Blessed is that servant whom his
Lord when he cometh thall find watching.!
Matthew 24: 46. Watching for what? For
the Masters return. Almost 2,000 years
must have mu.dc some difference in the prox-
ity of 'the kmgd‘nm. If James could urge
as a motive to diligence and an incentive to
watchfulness ‘the coming of the Lord is

that those who live until the return of Jesus
will not pass through death? Peter in his

Ye sober therefore and watch unto prayer.
1DPet. 4:7. If I were meeting an infide

than relieves the difficulty. He would prob
ably point to each case as an evidence o

first epistle has an expression if anything | the day is at hand"
more extractable than that of James. He|{her spent,the day
writes: “The end of all things is at hand; be | able to watch eae

either ignorance or mendacity. But we are

nigh,! how mnch more we.! If Paul was
right in° preaching—‘the night is far spent
—surely the night is fat-
1s nearer. Isitunwarrant-
gerly for the first gray of

’| the morning, the spring of the day? Inna-

! 1|ture God gives us some indicati
opponent he might consistently object that coming spr;gn Blmiens.

the discovery of other cases increases rather note

g beside the calendar, and some
of approaching day besides the clock
t:hat has told the passing hours. Dissapear-
{|ing stars and appearing stars tell that the
earth still rolls on, and unless they make an
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‘the morning cometh.”
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A Letter to an Infidel.
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many years before his birth. But you say
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ily or in the World, and must have a very
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of this fallen world,

may live forever.
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The Bible is the plainest of books, and yet
t has depths of wisdom which no mind ecan
It is set up as a beacon to show all
wanderers the safe way, and yet its light
shines forth from thick clouds of mystery,
and from abysses of infinite darkness. It
describes all conditions of life, and it has a
song of trinmph for the victor, and wail of
defeat for the vanquished. It sparkles with
the fervor of youth, it celebrates the strength
and glory of manhood, and it bewails the
sorrows and infirmities of age. It exults in
the mighty deeds of kings, and conquerors,

it sympathizes with the pour and lowly. it
lifts up the fallen, it delivers the oppressed,
and it breathes the blessings of peace upon
the quiet homes of domestic life. 1t deseri-
bes with startling clearness the seductions
of temptations, the conflict of doubt, and the
miseries of skepticism. 1t searches the se-
cret chambers of the human heart,and brings
to light its purest love and its darkest hate,
its highest joy and its decpest grief. It com-
passes the utmost range of thought and feel-
g and device, and it sounds the depths of
character and passion. It bears the impress
of every diversity of individual character,
and yet the spirit of inspiration speaks
through the entire Bible. 1t spans the whole
field of time, beginning with creation and
reaches over into eternity. 1t gives us the
most reliable record of the past,and it affords
us the only means of knowing what is yet to
be. It is strict enough to denounce the very
shadow and semblance of sin, and it is liber-
al enough to save the ochiefest of sinners if
they will but repent. Itis full of God, and’

society where ever it goes,

If this be true you have
ament. This is a fair and
test any thing and every-

Let us look at it candidly. First, all the
laws of our government are founded upon it.
It is a well known fact thatin heathen lands,
where darkness and ignorance reigns, and
the Bible is not known, and where idolatry
prevails, there the social condition is mark-
ed by vice, corruption, and cruelties of the
Assyria,
Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. Those

Look at Lgypt,

e be good, its fruit will be
good ; if bad, its fruit will be bad. Now if
the Bible is bad and untrue, its influence in
the world is bad. But if we find itsinfluence
is good, we shall be obliged to say itisa

must therefore be read with a pure heart or
its true meaning or sense will not be seen.

It is full of man and must be mteresting and

nstructive to all who would knaw themselves-
Thus the Bible is made up for all ages and
all nations, for all classes of men, the high,
conditions and circumstances of human life.
There were some things done back in the

and unjust to us from our s
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and misery characterized the state of the
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The Fire Did it.

Winne Moses was up ou lhe mountain.
Aaron took the gold that the people brought
him. and made a calf for them to worship,
W lien Moses came down and reproached him,
he was frightened, and stammered out, “They
gave it [their gold] mez then I cast it into
the fire, and there came out this calf’ He
did not make the idel ; oh,no,; the fire made
10; he only threw the geld in, and was not
respousible for the result! It was a very
strange and wonderful thing, but so it was,
and the fire only was to blame. Thatis the
way people talk and reason still. The world
is full of just such cowards as Aaron was that
day. Men do what they know to be wrong,
do it deliberately, and then throw the blame

. ou somebody or something else.

Mr. Moody says that he once went from
«cell to cell in Sing Sing prison, talking wifh
the convicts. But he found only one man
among them who acknowledged that he was
guilty, and desired to be punished. All the
others were the victims of circumstances.
{One man was drunk, and meeting ancther
man as he was staggering home, he thought
that he would play the part of a robber just
for fun. So he pointed his pistol at the other
aman, and the pistol went off of itselt and
killed him. He did not mean to doit; the
pistol was to blame. Another had been found
guilty of forgery. But he was as innocent asa
new -born babe, The pen. somehow, would
write somebody else’s name on the paper,
The pen was too blame. He did nothing but
hold it.

A young man comes home from collego in |
disgrace. He has been caught in the act of
malicious mischief or of beastly debauchery.
But he assures his sad and confiding parents
that he never meant to do anything wrong.
Some other stulent led him astray. and thus

perpetually toward hypoerisy and religious The Jews and Palesline.
pretense. There isa viver always runuing =
toward skepticism and infidelity. And \Ylnelh
you once have given yourselves up to either
of these rivers, then thereis enough in the
continual presence, in that great movement
like a fate beneath your keel, to make you
lose the sense and remembrance that it is by
your own will that you are there, and thiink
only of the rsistless flow of {he river, which
is always in your eyes and ears.’

There is little hope for any man who thus
tries to excuse his guilt. Ifthe prodigal 1n
our 3avior’s parable had come home laying
the blame of his degradation utpon the citi-
zens to whom he had joined himself, or the
swine, his father would not have welcomed
him as a true penitent. But when he came
crying, ‘I have sinned, he showed that he
was earnest and sincere. What is needed 1n
the preaching of the gospel is to awaken in
men the sense of personal responsibility.
When they quit excusing themselves—claim
ing that they are the victims of circumstan
ces, or were overcome by resistlesss influen-
ces, and cry out with the prodigal, ‘I have
sinned,’ they are ready to welcome that grace
which can save the chief of sinners. but as
long as a man fails to realize, or is unwilling
to confess his personal guilt, how can he re-
pent heartily, and trust as a lost sinner, in a
divine Savior.— Qbadiah Oldschool.

s

Scripture Acrostic on ‘The Sabbath.’

Ix the last edition of his ‘Jews Predic-

tion and Fulfillment, Prof. Kellogg shows

how steadily along many lines of Providence

the movement towards the restoration of Is-

rael to their Jand is progressing. What a

significant fact which he mentions that ‘In

Russia alone, between forty and fifty Pales~

tine colonization societies have been formed

in the past four or five years!” He further
savs : "No'less significant is it, that simulta-

néously with these incipient colonization
movements, aud in a more rapid degree, goes
steadily forward the general improvement of
the Holy Land." On this besides many oth-
ers, we have again the valuable testimony
of Mr. Oliphant, who says: ¢It is a remarka-
ble fact, that while every province in Turkey
has been steadily retrograding during the
last few years, Palestine alone has been rap-
idly developing in agricultural and .matenal
prosperity.’ Abundant proofe of this state-
ment are given by himself and other travgl-
ers. Within the past twenty years the price
of building sites about Jerusalem has n'sfm
fifty per cent., and is still increasing: while
in twenty years the population has doubled
A later writer from Jerusalem in the Jewish
Chronicle, says thal about the Jaffa gate the
price of building sites has increased fourfold
within the last five years. The population of
Haifa has doubled in ten years, the value of
exports and imports has largely increased,
and land has increased threefold in value
frowm 1878 to 1883. Almost every acre of the
great plain of Ksdraelon is in a high state of
cultivation. and ‘presents one of the most
striking pictures of luxuriant fertility which
it is possible to conceive.” In 1882 the cost
of transporting Sursock’s share of the wheat
crop of this fertile plain to the seaport was

MARY A. ADAMS.
TuererorE the Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath. Mark 2: 28.
How much then is a man better than a sheep?
Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the
Sabbath days. Mett. 12: 12.

left him in the lurch. He was as much sur
prised as anybody could be when he found
what he had done. A bridegroom, before
the honeymoon is over, is brought home be
tween midnight and morning, dead drunk.
When he wakes up from his stupor and sees
how sad and horrified his young wife is, he
protests most vehemently that he was not to
blame. He only stepped into a saloon to take
a social glass with a friend. But the liquor
must have been drugged, for he soon lost all
consciousness. Of course he was not blame
worthy, but only unfortunate. It was the
fault of the bar tender er of tke brandy. And
so it is all around us. Men and women are
meauly shirking responsibility just as Aaron
did. He put the gold into the fire on pur-
pose to make a calf. And we ave told that
alter it was melted and molded, he ‘fashioned
it with a graving tool' (see Ex. 32: 4); and
yet he told Moses that the fire made the calf.
He invoked the agency of the fite to accom-
plish his foolish and wicked purpose, and
then laid all the blame upon it. How trans-
parent the falsehood! and yet how many ex-
cuse themselves in the same mean and dis-
honest way.

The truth is that in nine cases out of ten
men’s excuses for their follies or their crimes
are just as bad as Aaron’s was. They knew
that they were putting themselves in contact
with, and under the influence of, persons or
things that would involve them in wrong.
Those who handle pitch must expect to be
defiled, and the fault is but their own, They
could not lay it over on the pitch, for it is its
nature to defile, and they kney it. B

An eloquent preacher says: ‘There are
currents flowing always in all bad directions.
There is a river fiowing perpetually toward
sensuality and vice. There is a river flowing

Every Sabbath he shall set in order continu-
ally, being taken from the children of Is
rael by an everlasting covenant. Lev.24: 8.

Six days shall work be done, but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of rest, a holy convoca
tion ; ye shall do no work therein; it is
the Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwell-
ings. Lev. 23: 3.

Aud it came to pass that when the gates of
Jerusalem began_to be dark before the
Sabbath,I commanded that the gates should
be shut, and charged that they should not
be opened till after the Sabbath: and some
of my servauts set I at the gates, that there
should no burden be brought in on the
Sabbath day, Neh. 13: 19,

Blessed is the man that doeth this; and the
son of man that layeth hold on it,that keep
eth the Sabbath from polluting it, and
keepeth his hand from doing any evil.
Isaiah 56: 2.

Bul the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it tbou shalt not do any
work, thou, iior thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy mau-servant,nov thy maid servant,
nor thy cattle,nor thy stranger that is with
in thy gates, Ex. 20: 10.

And Paul as his manner was, went in unto
them, and three Sabbath days reasoned
with them out of the Scriptures. Acts 17: 2.

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah,

and said unto them, What evil thing is this

that ye do, and profawe the Subbath day ?

Neh. 13: 17.

Her priests have violated my laws, and have

profaned my holy things: they have put.

no difference between the unclean and the
clean and have hid their eyes from my

Sabbath and I am profaned among them.

Ezek. 22: 26.

$50,000. The Bedouin raids which made the
fruits so uncertain a few years ago through=
out Eastern Palestine, have become a thing
of the past.
ed in a land where, till lately, there were
none. In Haifa a few years ago. a carf had
never been seen ; but lately an omnibus was
running four or five times a day to Acte, and
agood road has been finished to Nazareth.

Roads are now being construct-

A road is also 1n progress from Jerusalem to
Hebron. Similar accounts reach us from
other points. In 1883 a company of Syrian
capitalists obtained a conc¢éssion from the
Sultan for a railway frem Acre to Damascus,
and for placing steam tugs upon the Sea of
Tiberiasy and the route was surveyed. The
concession lapsed ‘through difficulties which
arose at the last moment in the formation of
the company,’ but Mr Oliphant adds, that he
has but ‘little doubt but that the work will
be ultimately accomplished.)— Restitution.

None Liveth to Himself.

Gop has written en the flower that sweetens
the air, upon the breeze that rocks the flow-
er upon its stem, upon the rain drops that
swell the mighty river, upon the dew-drops
that refresh the smallost sprig of moss that
rears its head in the desert, upon the ocean
that rocks every swimmer 1 its ¢hannel,upon
every penciled shell that sleeps in the caverns
of the deep, as well as upon the mighty sun
which warms and cherishes the millions of
that live in his light—upon all he has written.
‘None of us liveth to himself.'—=Sel. ;

_' Bt a help, not a hindrance.—It was said of
Lord Eldon that ‘he prevented move good
than he ever did.’ Lazy Christians prevent

Bald Knob. Ark. “

good. The best way nof. to hinder good is
do good. m%%‘md‘ help, it
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you not, that a particular day cannot be kept

because the world is round.

A, Yes, that 1s a dificalty in the way, as I

view it

B. Did the Catechism make any provision
for this difficulty in the case of Sunday ?

How 4o you manage here? Can Sunday be

kept on the round world, or does time vary

too little on Sunday to make any difference?

A.  Well, sesing you put the case in the
way youdo, I think it makes no very great
difference which day we keep, so we give
the Lord the right proportion—one seventh
of the time. I think this is about as near as
we can come to it.

B. Then you believe, do you, that it makes
no difference whether we keep or do not keep
the day that you say is ‘worthy the respect
and honor of every true Christian,” and that
can present such ample evidence that the
Lord meant to give it divine sanctions?” You
think the Lord by many tokens would have
us keep Sunday, but that he made the world
of such a shape that we can’t, and so it makes
no difference! .

A.  Well, itis the day commomly kept, and
it has become the practice of the Christian
world, and this is enough for me.

B. Alas! Mr. A, that you should adhere
to a custom that must needs cross its own
track, and block its own path, in the way you
have shown to-day. May God help you to
seo the truth as it is in his word, relative to
the holy Sabbath. As you read that word
carefully and prayerfully, you will see that
there is no authority for keeping holy the

first day of the week. There is nothing about
the resurrection of Jesus that we can find had
anything to do in making that day holy. The
Bible says nothing about it. The meeting of
Jesus with the disciples likewise affords no
such evidence; nor that on Pentecost. Read
again carefully, keeping in mind what I say.
Search for truth, nothing else.

You will find, on the other hand, that the
ancient Sabbath of the Lord—miscalled Jew
ssh—still exists as a fair and stately monu-
ment, marking for all ages the beingand pow-
er of God, the Creator, and that Jesus, the
Sabbath’s Lord, declares that the law, of
whicl the sabbath is a part, shall endure till
heaven and earth pass away. Matt. 5:18.
—Sel.

— e ———————

Education Cheaper Than Punishment-

Every town and village hasits danger sig-
nals warning of the terrible evils that result
from allowing children to grow up ignorant
of God, and duty, and the gospel. Every
community ¢an furnish terrible personal his-
tories of vicious and criminal individuals who
are what they are through lack of proper
training. In some places one person has
cost the tax payers as much money for sup-
port in prison as would endow a room in a
hospital. Millions are spent every year be
cause of crime, that might have been saved
if ten years ago a small proportion of the
amount had been spent in well-directed
evangelistic efforts for the young.

Attention has been forcefully directed to a
typical case in the state of New York. ‘Mag,
the mother of criminals,” has become an un
enviable historic character. She had no ed-
ucation ; she never had the shelter of 2 home;
she was allowed to grow up & sheep without
a shepherd, an outcast, uncared for by priest,
Levite or good Samaritan; and she became
the mother of a long line of criminals and
paupers. In seventy-five years her descend-
ants increased to 1,200; of these 280 were
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paupers, 140 habitual criminals, and nearly
the whole family gave evidence of the ut
most degredation, and cursed the communi
ty with vice, pauperism crime, and insanity.
[t is said that the neglect of that one little
girl has cost the state of New York about
oue million three hundred and eight thous-
and dollars, a sum sufficient to establish 65,
400 Union Bible Schools.

It would have been infinitely better if that
poor wrelched child had been taught 1n one
of the Sunday schools of Christ’s Church;
better for her, better for her descendants,
better for society, and how much cheaper!

But myriads of such children as she was
arve about us. The importance and the re-
sponsibilities of teachers are immense and
immediate. The work that ought to be done,
must be done now. If we wait, the chil
dren will grow. While we wait sin corrupts
and ignorance hardens, and the boys and
girls are launched on to life precocious sin
ners, themselves endangered and equipped
for’a moral warfare against both Church and
State.—Sel.

bt et o M Sl S

The Psalmist’s Love for the Bible.

Ix the days of King David the Bible was a
scanty book ; yet he Joved it well and found
daily wonders in it. Genesis, with its sub
lime narration of how God made the worlds
its glimpses of patriarchal piety, and dark
disclosures of gigantic sins. Exodus, with
its glorious marching through the great wild--
erness;its thrilling memorials of Jehovah’s
outsireached arm, and the volumes of the
written law. Leviticus. through whose flick-
ering vista David’s eye discerned the shad-
ows of better things to come. Numbers,
with its natural history of the heart of man.
Deuteronomy, with its vindications of the
Jaws of God. Joshua and Judges, with their
chapters of providence, and stirring incidents
and peaceful episodes. The memoirs of Job,
so frought with Christian experience: and
the domestic annals of Ruth, which told her
grandson David such a tale of divine fore
knowledge, and love, and care,all converging
on himself, or rather on David’s Son and
David’s Lord—Rev. 22 : 16—these were Dav-
ijd’s Bible; and. brethren, whatever wealth
you have, remember David desired his Bible

the number of times, Lut emphasized the
spirit of prayer and to be always in that spi
rit. The one leads to the counting of beads,
to meaningless mummeries. and to tonl
death , the other to spiritual uplifting and to
a new and better life.—Domestic Journal.

Prayer-meelings.

AX active business man once remarked:
‘Attendance at the prayer-meeting is a part
of my business. I consider it as much my du-
ty to be present, as 10 meet any business en-
gagement.” We hold him up as an example.
But he might have pnt it mueh stronger, and
said that he considered it more of a duty to
be at a prayer-meeting than te meet any bus-
iness engagement, on the ground for which
we contend that religious engagements justly
claim the pre-eminence. They should come
first on the weekly Jist. Let this rule be adop-
ted and conseientiously observed by all chureh
members, and there will be less occasion for
a discussion of the questions: Ilow shall we
reach the masses? How shall we reach non-
church-goers? Get Christians to show the
same fidelity 1n fulfilling the religious en
gagements into which they solemnly entered
when they took upon them the sagred vows of
church membership that they exhibit in their
secular engagements,and churches and preach
ers will never be without audiences.— Chris-
tian Intelligencer.

MR BRI
He who is not a saint is not a Christian.
Everyone who accepts Christ, slso accepts
the obligation to give himself to Christ. There
is a universal rule under which every professor
of the Christian religion must come, and it
is this: ‘Let everyone that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity.” In other
words, let him put on the life of Christ or put
off the name of Chriset; let him show the hand
and heart of & Christian in the world in works
of holiness and obedience, or else let him not
take the mame of a Christian. “Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un-
clean thing; and I will receive you.'— Quiver
for October
— -e————

JEsSUS taught us that wrath in God is the

beyond all his riches; so thank!ul was he for
such a priceless treasure that he praised God
for its righteous judgments seven times a
day. But you have an ampler Bible—a
Bible with Psalms and Prophets in it—a
Bible with Gospels and Epistles. How often
have you found yourself clasping it to your
bosom] as the man of your counsel? How
often have your eyes glistened over a bright-
ening page asone who had found great spoil ?
—James Hamilton. 4

e S T E

‘Enter into thy Closet.’

Avrtrouen Jesns said: ‘When thou pray-

est enter into thy closet, and although he
instructed his disciples how to pray, yet, by
his example, he showed that the garden or
the mountain may be the closet, and that
the form of word should be the simple utter-
ance of one’s earnest desire, without vain
repetition or meaningless expressions. The
Phansee laid great stress upon timee and
places, forms and ceremonies. Jesus taught
that God looks at the spirit of the offering

unchangeable perfection of holiness; and that
holiness is love to the holy and wrath to the
guilty. The same fire that warms and cheers,
that refines and purifies,also burns and blasts,
tortures and consumes; it all depends on our
relation to the fire, whether it ba our friend
or our foe. We ourselves, by our sin, create
the repulsion, with which we often find fault
with God.

In Retsch's illustration of Gothe’s Faust,
there is one plate where angels are seen drop-
ping roses down among demons who are con-
tending for the soul of Faust. But every
rose falls like molten metal, burning and blis-
tering wherever it touches. God rains roses
down, but our sinful hearts, meeting divine
love with hate, and grace with stubborn will-
ful disobedience, turn love into wrath; and
what dropped from his hand a flower, beauti-
ful and fragrant, becomes, when it touches
the ungrateful and unloving soil, a live coal.
—Arthur T. Pierson.

Ir we use the best means at our disposal
to do God’s work, and use them in sp:;ghe

and the intent of the heart. The Pharisees | SPirit, we have reason to believe that God

were taught.to pray in conspicuous places to
be seen of men; Jesus taught retiracy in
prayer. The Pharisees were taught to pray

will bless our efforts in his behalf and direct
the means so used to the right results.

so many times a day‘; Jesus said nothing of

T o oot we ko s
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»Pwas thus, by the glare of false science betrayed, of the })‘Ook of ; the prup_het,
‘Phat leads to bewilder and dazzles to blind, verse: ‘Thereforé shall‘ Zion for your sa
My thoughts wout to roam from shade onward 10 be ploughed as a field, and Jeriisalem sha
shade, 2 become heaps, and the mountain of the | ur
Destruction before mey i fo! +| Honor in the land of Bgypt: was made directot
house as the high places of the forest.’|* 7Y : 8 e
How literally this prophecy has been fulfilled of the 1’0._“‘1 granangs; }'0‘19"\ the king s sec.
d by numerous writers on the ond chariot, attired in his state robes of silk,
Jeru with his chain of gold about his necs, the
signet ring on his finger,

and before whom
the royal heralds cried *Abrech’ to announcs
his approach.

aiid sotrow behind.

«Oh, pity, great Father of Light,’ thety I erled, v
‘Thy ecreaturc, who fain would not wander | has been atteste
2 lfrol:]t:eie!d T Rl g pride} condition of Palestine, and the city of

0! humbled in dust, reli y } o o8 5
From doubt and from darkuess thou only canst s‘alem. "lhe heaps of ru bbish f‘re said to be
frees fifteen feet deep before the solid work of an- 2 =
" a5t cient Jerusalem is reached. SN The term, or name *Bitsuph?’

ness and doubt are now Hying AWy In the first chapter of the BoolciofiBxoduey(NEEE indication

And dark 0 of the identity, it means ‘to
No longer I ronm i onjecture forEL] 11th verse, we read : ‘Therefore they did set|s3Ve ;" the name given t0 Joseph was ‘Zaph-
th | nath-p:

S‘:l‘;:e‘l‘)‘:isg‘l)::x:fi?]?;et:::‘;llf;'“e“fg\ll‘ll;:l)‘t:?:}v‘mon\. over {)hem taskmasters to aftlict th;m wi i s;an;::h,‘: wo:l (;irl;ia.Abge:vhi:;r :’;‘ :rl‘
.y B g their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh is purely lic yptian, an ns . e
1:::21;' Love and Merey, in triumph descend-| o cure cities, Pithom and Raamses. In|3&® " Jewish Herald.
And Nature all glowing in Fden’s first bloom ! {he year 1883, there was & deeply interesting
On the cold~cheek of death smiles and roses are narrative in the Congregational‘iat (p. 845),
blending, of the discovery of Pithom, or Succoth, by T
And beauty immortal awalkes from the tomb! the Egyptian Exploration Society ; the ac- It 1s related of Oliver Cromywell, who was
—James Beattie, L. L. D- count was written by the late Sir Erasmus atone time the texror of & whole nation, that
RN o Wilson (the President). The mound at Suc when he visited the Yorkminster Cathedral
Some Striking “!l_lln(t%‘S]SeS for Chrislian |coth, where the Israelites first camped on in England, he saw in one of the apartments
RUL L leaving Egypt,was discovered by Mr, Naville statues of the twelve apostles, in fine silver.
an eminent Bgyptologist, ata station called | Who are those fellows there? he roughly
being asked by the teacher if he could men Rameses. Rameses Was the new king over asked, as he approached them. He was then
tion a place where God is not, gave the fol- | Egypt which ‘knew not Joseph. On exca- informed. on which he replied in his com-
lowin g striking and unexpected reply : «Not | vation, 2 tablet was found, on which was | manding manner, “Take them down and let
in the thoughts of the wicked. ‘God is not written a long paragraph by Rameses the them go about doing good.? According to or-
1n all their thoughts.’ He that believeth not Second. On the Tth of Tebruary Mr. Naville|der they were taken down and melted and put
is condemned already.’ John 8: 18. found a statue of & standing man: his title |into his treasury, where they were cireul ed
In most of our -churches

These solemn and significant words speak | was—The Chief of the Storehouse,’ also 2 and of some use.
title of a magistrate, the good Recorder of | we find members who may be fitly compared

of condemnation in the present, and imply a
terrible retribution hereafter. What a look- | Pi-tum, Pithom : and its civil name, Succoth. | wit! i i
out for the unbeliever! ‘Sowing the wind, | And €0 the sight of the first camp of the Is z:&lll thm; t:::zst g:dy:;imwgavﬁ:;
reaping the whirlwind,’ presents tousa pic raolites, or the roate of the exodus, i3 aceu |talents, are respected by everybod. and look-
ture too awful for contemplation. If so, wha |rately fixed. Exodus 12 37. The builder of}ed up to by many, but as far as aoyt’ual Chri 4
must the realization be? ‘The unbeliever is|Pithom was Rameses the Oppressor. In siX|tian work is oouct;rned th : i
cwithout God and without hope’ in the great|weeks the city was laid bare; the temple| Qpportunities for o 14 &;te?é:aﬁl:mf
tuture. wholly excavated. The wall of the city was vinepi:-d Ao 2 torm 2 2
From Jewish history we may have some |twenty two feet thick, the extent was ten h ({b tﬂ‘:y pl‘ﬂ;lﬂll’ w 3t geiory
rays of light, to remove tho dark shadows of [actes ; bricks large and well-made were ly= h::,rdu' e;y il actesy ﬁ%h\’thi Lord
ing about, some with straw, others not. “The Worlz ;‘l‘:ey mmh:(;‘b:np;“ w
: ) - de-

infidelity, which are spreading over the land

its noxious pestilence, and bringing with it place was full of large square pits. * There| s oo thy

such a sad calamity to our churches, families | Were no doors to the rooms: one room was sirg, that the ot
may greatly rejoice

and the social fabric. If we refor to Matt. |placed above another: the upper room Was| ..o
96: 3-8, we read, And they took counsel, and | the dwelling place, the lower was the grana ToviTe .bﬂt f(otah &
Jought with them the poiter’s field, to bury | 1Y for the comn, for stores of grain or treas somothing in'erdon
Wilde’s narrative on|ures. Mr. Poole says: ‘'l have not only always foel W
walked within the very rooms which the Is them Wﬁr!ﬂﬂ‘
raelites huilt, but 1 have slept a night where unhelped, & d ye
they slept, when Moses led them out of the | 2P »
The granaries.of Pithom, or| = ot

ch

See
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‘Statuary Christians.’

A cmrp.instructed in 2 Sabbath School, on

strangers in.  In Dr.
Palestine and Egypt, published in the year
1844, he gives a deeply interesting account
of his journey to Jerusalem, also of his visit

ing the Aceldama—the field of blood,the pot land of Bgypt.’
ter’s field. He contrived to secure several | Succoth, stand alone, apart from all the oth

skulls, which he found there, and brought |€r buildings of the Pharaoh’s. Surely there
them to England, to have them exainined by is enough in all this minute statement and
Dr. Owen, who. declared them to belong to|discovery to prove the truth and authen
the Cancasian and Mongolian tribes. Not a| ty of Bible history, and confound the
Jewish skull could be found among {hem, |sinfulness of ungodly men. With the
The cemetery is a silent witness for the truth | 1ul spread and progress of 1
of God's inspired word, and stands forth a| proot and facts, which are no
living record of the {ulfillment of the pro- light by scientific research shy
phetic writings, and administers a stern re emn reflection and sober j
proof to the prevailing skepticism of the age. the tide of skepticism b
During eighteen centuries, this place of the| In a small book
sepulchre has been set apart exclusively for nesses; or,

the burial of strangers. *The Scriptures can- )

not be broken' by all the subtlety and argu- |S
‘ments brought to bear against them. This
field of blood still retains its nd

s0 called in every
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joy and happiness be. Many feel downcast
;u;d cold because they stand as statues, doing
pothing. There is move suffering caused by
idleness than by overwork. Some stand, m}»t
doing anything, because they ‘don’t feel like
it If you can get them to feel, then they
are willing to work. But the only sure way
to get them to feel, is by getting them to
work. One can wuch easier get warm by ex-
erciso than in any other way. We must walk
by faith and not by feeling.

“Sueh statuary Christians are of little use
in the church of Christ. They may be burn-
ished and elegant, and yet not meet the ob-
ject of their ¢ dling.  What can be done with
them? ‘Take them down and let them go
about doing good,” was Cromwell’s order con-
cerning the silver apostles.  But they had
first to be melted over; and in like manner
these statuary Christians have to be melted
Jdown and sent about doing good.

Do you belong to this class, dear reader?
1f so, let the Son of righteousness melt down
your cold heart, and then in the power of that
love go to work for the salvation of souls,
that your Master’s cause may revive and his
pame may be made great upon the earth.
May the Lord save his church from statuary
members.— Foangelical Messenger.

Face-lﬁéce Work fo-r~ Christ.

The secret of successful church work is to
be found in the face-to-face talks of conse-
crated individuals with the irreligious and
non-church-going classes. There is power in
hand-to-hand, face-to-face contact of man
with man, which can never be found in public
addresses. This is a period when the impor-
tance of individual, personal work 1is rec-
ognized gverywhere. Every large business
house has in its employ many salesmen who
travel all over the country to meet customers
face-to-face. To wait until customers should
come to Chicago or New York, or any large
Dbusiness center, would be to fail. Trade must
be sought, or it will be led into new. channels
by the personal influence of other business
houses. Advertising will not answer, circa-
lars and letters will not accomplish  the re-
sult; man is best influenced by the personal
presence of bis fellow man. Everywhere is
this principle recognized in business. Men
who would influence others for evil, recog-
nize this principle and are governed by it
There is a power in the warm grasp of the
hand. This is what makes the saloon such a
power for evil.  Politicians influence votes
and secure elections by the use of this prin-
ciple.

The mistake too often made by incautious
workers is that they seek too much in the
first interview. To urge upon an unconvert-
ed man an immediate acceptance of Christ,
and union with the church, is to seek too
much in a moment. The human mind is so
constituted that it can deal with but one
thing at a time. The mind advances cau-
tiously, step by step. The way up the mount
to the bleeding, dying Savior on Calvary’s
Cross cannot, and need not, and will not be
attained by a single leap. It is rather a jour-
ney to be taken step by step. When once at
the foot of the cross the personal surrender
may be immediate or gradual, but the ap-
proach to the cross is always gradual. So, do
not attempt too much at a single interview.

he acceptance of an invitation to attend
church for a single service, the reading of a
good book, an introduction to the pastor, or
any small beginning which should be careful-
ly followed up.— Rev. Sylvanus Stall.

& . .. ADVENT

Angelic Praise.

Tue first sounding forth of praise that we |,
have noticed in Seripture is, when God lad
the foundatiou of the earth and the corner
stone thereof.s Then ‘the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy' (Job 38). The invisible things of God
were clearly seen by the things which he
had made, even his eternal power and God-
head (Rom 1). Here, then, was a glorious
sight for the angels to complete; they saw
their God in every hue of his fair creation.
They saw him in his works, and they adored
the Creator. >
They see him again in his ways of grace as
unfolded in Jesus. What a burst of angelic
praise issued forth from the heavenly host,
when they announeed the Saviors birth, and
the riches of divine grace which were to
flow through our lmmanuel. When the
angel proclaimed the gospel of glad tidings,
‘suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tnde of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will towards men.
What thrilling effect had the angel’s procla-
mation on the heavenly host, and how they
responded with harmonious song of praise
(Luke 2j.
Ihe same angelic burst isseen in glory,
when the risen Jesus, as the slain Lamb,
takes the book out of the hand of him who
sat on throne. Here the heavenly redeemed
lead the praises of Jesus, and tens of thou-
sands of angels follow in their train. saying,
‘Worthy is the Lamb’ (Rev. 5).—Z.

At Ease in Zion.

At ease in Zion! What are souis to him ?
He rests on roses, while the world is dying;

Millions are passing on to their long doom,
The nation in profoundest darkuness lying,
¥or love, and help, and healing, vainly to us

erying.

At ease in Zion! O can a soul redeemed,
That should while here, be solemn vigil's keep-

ing,

@it 1diy on its couch of luxury;
When the world lies in saddest slumber sleeping?
In pleasure’s decpest draught, its senses madly

steeping ?

At easein Zion! What is then the cross,

Where is the true disciple’s cross und cup,
The daily conflict, and the daily dying.

ing?
At ease in Zion! Shall no sense of shame

Arouse us from our self-indulgeat dreaming ?
No pity for the world? No love to him

deeming ?— Horatius Bonar.

ey

The Master's cross, all pain and shame defying?

The fearless front of faith, the noble self-deny-

Who braved life’s sorrows and man’s disesteem-

ing,
Us to God’s light and joy, by his dark death re-

remember me and my family inyour prayers.
Bloomengton, lowa.

From Sister Nannie Marrs.

Dear Bro. Long, and Brothers and Sisters
in Christ: 1 thought I would pen a few lines
to our much lovad paper, this being my fn':‘\,
letter to any paper. 1 love God and love his
people and am trying to keep his law, the
fourth command with the rest. Some tell us
we are Jews, but. I care not what they call
me., God is my shepherd I shall not want.
We are having a good Sabbath School ev-
éry Sabbath at our school houce. Bro. \\V.
C. Long was with us the second Sabbath in
this month. We had a good meeting. Bro-
thers and sisters 1 believe the Lord is soon
coming. What is done must be done quif-lb
ly, for the time is coming when we must give
an account of what we have done. Let us
watch and be sober, for we are living in the
last days. Let us be up and doing; the har-
vest is -ready,me fields are white, are we gath
ering the sheaves? O let us pray for theuw
earnestly, let us work for them with all our
might, and God will help us. [ want to see
all mankind keeping God's commandments.
What does James say on this subject? *If ye
keep the royal law ye do well 1 ask anin-
terest in your prayers that 1 may have eter-
nal hfe when Jesus comes, Your sister in
love of the truth.

Albany, Mo.

e

From Sister Eliza McHillen.

Brorukr Loxg, and Brothers and Sisters
greeting: 1 thought I would try and write a
few lines to let you know I am still in the
faith ot Jesus and am trying to keep the com-
mandments of God, the seventh day Sabbath
included. 1 love to read the letters of the
brothers and sisters, they cheer me along
my lonely journey. It has never been my
lot to live near any Sabbath keepers, and I
have had to encounter great opposition at
times. 1 have been a constant reader of our
loved ApvocarTe for the last nine years. 1
used to be able to pay my subseription but
sickness and old age has deprived us of this
world’s goods; but I am thankful to my hea-
venly Father for his kindness in restoring me
to health again. My husband has been an
invalid for thirteen years. Bro. Long [ wish
to thank you for your kindness in sending
the paper to us. I don’t know what I should
do without it, as I have no other preacher,
having never heard one of our faith preach.
But by the grace of God and by the help of
my Lord Jesus Christ I will try to hold out
faithful. Pray for me that I may meet you
all in the kingdom of God when this earth is
made new. From your sister in Chuist.

"LETTER DEPARTMENT,

Dobyville, 1exas.

MR e L

*Then they tbat feared the Lord spake oftén one
to another; and the Lord hearkened and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the Lord, and thought
ulpolII ]m;ux;llue.t Audlthe shall be: mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in the day when §
my jewels.” Mal. 3: 16-17. ) pofoltiig . 1

From Sister Angeline Burns.

Bro. Loxe: Enclosed [ send some money
to pay for my paper. 1 would be lost with-
out it. [am getting so0 old I ecannot write
much. How glad I would be to hear some
of our mnisters preach again. My heart’s de-
sire and prayer to God s that we may all
strive to meet at the last day when our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ comes. May we live
so that he will owa us. He has said that he

would care for those that put their trust in

Bro. EpexezErR DAvVIS writes from Jasper»

Co., Ark,, as follows: Eld. Munroe organized
a Sabbath school yesterday. The Sabbath is

holding the fort. Eld. Manroe leaves to day
if God is willing. IHe preached his farewell
address yesterday.

‘A WELSH winister, a man of God, begin-
ning his sermon, leaned over the pulpit, and
said with a solemn air, ‘Friends, I have &
question to ask. I cannot answer it. You
cannot answer it. If an angel from heaven
were here he could not answer it. 1f a devil
from hell were hers he could not answer it!®
Death-like silence reigned. Every eye was
fixed on the speaker. He proceeded: ‘The
question is'this, How shall we escape if we

him. I want you my brothers and sisters to

neglect so great salvation. Heb. 2
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